Letter Fro m A'Fri Ca by Rjley & Dunhcan Murdock

In one Of our previous
letters (¢t May 2005 Wrote
about animism, which is
the mainh religion here. Do
you remember anhything
r about anitism?  Animists
believe that all Kihds Of spirits are actively
involved with humans all the time. 7People
either cooperate With these Spirits t0 avoid
trouble or try tO mahipulate them (get the
spirits to do what they want) by doing
sacCrifices. For them, everything that happens
has a spiritual reason behind it. TBecause
these spirits are unhpredictable, and often
downright meanh, animists have a hard time
believing that there is a perfectly good God
out there. Animists bring their religion into
all of their life’s activities. We heed to show
them that Jesus Cah be a part Of their
everyday lives ahd Cah take away all their
spiritual fears. They need Jesus in every field
they plant, every trip t0 the market, every
socCer game. AS oOnhe missiohary put it,
“Ahimists don’t wanht just to hear Christianity.
They need to smell it, taste it, and touch it.”
Pray for us, that we Can help the Christians
here to live in such a way that Jesus will be
felt and seen in every part
Of their daily lives.

Do you khow what cultural
differences are? They are
things people from
different cultures do
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differently from each other which are nhot
hecessarily right or wrong, just different. For
example, when you see someone you know as
you walk into a room, what do Yyou do?
Americans usually smile and say hello, or if it
iS a good friend you might hug him or her. In
FrancCe, people Kiss each other oh the Cheek.
In Agsiah countries, people K&
bow to each other. 1In
African countries, people |
shake hands. There is hot
a right or wrong way, just
different ways. But you
Can get in trouble if you
are in a country and you
dont know what the @&
correct thing to do is in a -
Certain situation.  And
you might also get very
irritated Or frustrated
with people in anhother
country when you don’t
unhderstand why they are
acting the way they do. My mom and dad
have had to explain this to us. Qne thing 1
have gotten disappointed about is the way it
seems people don’t tell the truth. 1 might ask
someone to play with me, and he will say “Ok,
Tll be right baCk” but he hever comes. Dad
told me that this is beCause they think that
telling me “no” Will be too discouraging. Here
is another example: Sometimes, 1T walk onto
our front porch when my dad is meeting with
someone. T might have a toy Or a CooKie in my
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hand. The Visitor often asks me to give him
what ] have. ] used to get upset about this.
Then my mom explained that people don’t
really want what I have, they just want me to
Offer it to them. (QncCe ] began doing that, 1
saw that they would
either Smile and just
$aY “no thanks” or take
it, then give it right
back. Mom said the
best thing to do is just
play along with people.
Like if someone says they want me to marry
their daughter, 1 just say ok. Then everyone
[aughs anhd that is the end of it. [,earhing to
live with these Cultural differences is part of
being anh Ambassador for Christ.
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1 have also learhed that people have funny
superstitions. Fuhny to me, that is. TFor
example, you are hot supposed to whistle at
hight beCause that Wwill attraCt shakes.
Children are not supposed tO eat eggs
because that will make them grow up to be
thieves. If a baby puts his foot in his mouth,
it means an uncle will die the next day. It is
bad uck to sing when an old person eats,

when you are Cooking
or when you are
carrying water.
Whoever is cooking is
pot supposed tO
greet anyone. All the
tribes here have
what they call a
“totem” — that is, an animal they Canh’t eat.
Each tribe has a story Oof how this anhimal
saved their anhcestors at one point. TFor
example, one tribe, the Kountemba, was being
Chased by another tribe. The Kouhtemba
warriors ranh into a Cave to hide, ahd a big
pythonh covered up the entrance so the enemy
could not get in. To this day, the python is a
sacCred ahimal to the Kountemba. It is easy to
[augh at other people’s superstitions beCause
they seem SO Silly to us. But it is hot Christ-
like to laugh at
others’ fears.
We need to help
them see that
God cCanh take
away all  our
fears.
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Anhimists bring their religion into all of their life’s activities. Canh we |learh something from this?

Do you live hear Or g0 t0 SChoo| with ahyone from a different culture? Cah you imagine that
they might be having a cConfusing time getting used to your culture? Reach out to them, try to
learnh about how they do things, help them understand how AmeriCans are, and be an

Ambassador for Christ!

Cah you thihk Of any superstitions that Americans have?

How about the things that

supposedly meah bad |uCk, like the humber 13, walking unhder a ladder, breaking a mirror, and
seeing a black cat? WWhere do superstitions come from? DO you hotice how most of them are
based on fear? DO you have any fears in your |ife that you need tO take to the [,ord? How
many verses in the Bible Can you find that say “fear hot™?



