Letter FYOm AFYi Ca by Riley ¥ Duncanh Murdock  Spring ‘08

We have been back in Benin since the end of
November, after spending nearly ¢ months in
the JS. All missionaries (that we know of)
" get a “fFurlough,”
when they go
back to their
® home  country
for a while to
see family, Visit
S ey —= Supporters and
churches, work m a home office, and
hopefully get a little rest. TAe spent most of
our time in Washington DC and Wyoming,
and drove from one
€0 the other,
roundtrip, wWith a lot
Of stops along the
way. It was great to
see SO manhy people, |
but it was also a
little tiring to be on
the move so much. Mom anhd Dad especially
Dad, talked a lot with people about our work
here. Duncah anhd 1 got to do things we
hormally dont get to do SO much - we
especCially liked eating ice Cream, playing in
grass, playing in
show (in Wyoming in
September!), going
to playgrounds,
fishing, playing with
SO many different
Kinds Of  toys
(especCially robots),
and getting to be
with SO many
English-speaking
Kids.

But missionaries have hot always gotten
furloughs. Did you khow that 150 years ago,
when people left their home to become
missionaries, manhy of them Khew they might
nhever g0 home again? TAest AfriCa, where we
are, Was Called “the missionary graveyard” and
instead Of pacCking their StUuff in suitCases or
trunks, people used COffins — in Case they
heeded to be buried once they arrived at
their destination! A LLOT Of missionaries lost
their lives here. Imasgine the Kihd Of [ove you
would have to have, tO |eave everyonhe you
loved and still come here even though you
Khew Yyou might die, because you wanted a
chanhce to tell people about Jesus before
THEY died. TBeing a missionary today is
pretty cushy ih comparison, but there is still
something really specCial about being able to
g0 tO a different lahd to tell people about
Jesus. He really is Good News for the whole
world!

Anhyway, it is good to be home again. e are
going to be moving to our farm soon. Mom
and Dad think it is getting too Crowded in
our heighborhood in town, and sinCe most of
Dad’s work how takes plaCe at the farm, they
thought it would be best to live there. Qur
house ;s bemg built right how, and should be

T will miss all our
trees. Someone set a fire at the farm the
day after Christmas anhd it burhed up a lot,
but we are going to plant a |ot Of trees once
the raih starts. 1 am also excited to planht a

finished in a few weeks.



garden. Tt will be monkey — someone
fun to be closer to was wanting us to buy
our friends there, it, and ] really wanted
and near all the it, but my parents said
animals. We have no. Too bad! He was
cows, goats, pigs, a red patas monkey,
donkeys, geese, which is the fastest
ducks,  chickens, monkey ih the world!

S R dogs and Cats
there, anhd we will be bringing our duikers and
horses with us. This picture of me with the

Here is a quiz so you Cah test your knowledge about AfriCa:

1. s Africa a country?
2. Is there such a language as “African”?
3. Houw big is Africa inh relation to the JS?
a. the same size
b. half as big
C. three times as big
What is the (ongest river in Africa? (Hint: it is in the Bible)
What is the highest point in Africa?
What is the dominant religion in North Africa?
What is the dominant religion in the countries below that?
What is the hame of the big desert in the top half of Africa?
How big is this desert in relation to the JS?
a. the same size
b. half as big
C. twice as big
10. Which do we find in Africa:
d. Some Of the poorest hations
b. some Of the largest populations
C. Ssome of the harshest living conditions
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