Letters from Africa, by Riey and Duncan Murdock

Hit OQur names are Rjley ahd Duncan
Murdock, ahd we’re missionaries (With our
parents) in a country Called Benin in West
Africa. SinCe our parents have a
hewsletter, we thought we would write
ohe t00, SO YOou guys could get an idea Of
what it’s like to be a Kid on this mission
field. Being
the older
one, T (Riley)
Will do most
Of the
writing.
We’ve lived
in Africa
most Of our
: & L lives —
Duncan was even born here! But we’ve
visited the (JS so we Cah make some
comparisons. There are Cool things in the
US that we don’t have here, like libraries,
playgrounds, Zoos and big stores. When
we were in the JS it seemed like we spent
d lot Of time ih Cars going places. Here,
we’re hardly ever in the Car. If we g0
somewhere, it is often on g bike with our
parents, Or onh £0ot (Stroller for Dunhcah).
We don’t have too mahy places to go,
really — a few friends’ houses or maybe to a
Small store or the open air market in town.
Sometimes ] get to go oh a “field trip” to
the town genherator, truck Yard,
construction sites or the sawmill to see
the big machinery and see how things are
built. That is really interesting. Recently,
my mom took me with her to a girl’s house
in the countryside to treat a burh on her
leg (she is hanhdiCapped ahd does not get
around too well). This girl lives in a one
room mud hut with her mom and brother.
When we got there, she had 2 friends over
t0 help her take dried corn kernhels Off
the cob. [ater, they took these Kernels to
the mill to grind into flour for their food —
but we’ll tell you about food anhother time.
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1 squatted by the basinh of corn to help a
bit — it hurt my fingers after a while! A
few weeks ago we went swimming to a
small waterfall at the end of town. The
water was pretty cold, so ] didnt stay in
very long, bUt it Was still fun and really

e pretty there. But
mostly T stay at
home. e have a big
compound here, sO
there are |0tS Of
things to explore and
do. We have horses
ahd donkeys (both of
us are learhing to
ride!).

There are |Ots Of trees toO Climb — Suava
trees are the best, mango and Cashew
trees are also good, but they often have
ants on them. 1 like to piCKk fruit too. We
have 2 gardens that ] like t0 poke around
in and plant seeds in. ] like to play with
the water in the hoses, but my parents
said 1 have to be really Careful hot to
waste water. There are trucks, tools and
buildings to explore, ahd [0tS Of other
people live here, sO ] always have someone
€0 play with (ahd to make sure ] don’t get
into to0 much trouble). They all Speak
different languages, and T am trying to
learh some of them, but mostly T am
learning French.

Some
days my
dad takes
me to our
farm,
which 1
really like.
1 get to
floaton a
- raft on
our “pond,” feed the ducks, and 1 play




with my shovel and bulldozer while Dad
works. Onhce in a while ] get to help him
with his projects.

If 1 get up early (which I do most
mornings) sometimes I sit oh my bed with a
Cup Of juice, |00k at the pictures in my
Bible and think about the stories T have
learned. Some Of the people ih there are
Kind Of like us — they left their homelands
for a different place because (zod Called
them to do something for him there.
We’re here because we want people to

Where do we live?

Khow about Jesus and how much he loves
them, sO their hearts will be free. Next
time we’ll tell you about what people here
believe about God ahd how it makes their
lives really hard, scary and sad.

Please pray for us to be good missioharies!

Love, Riley and Dunhcanh

Which of these things do we do here? (CheCk more thah one)

80 t0 a farm

g0 tO the video store
swim at a waterfall
Visit the library

g0 to the playground
Visit friends

ride a horse

ride in the Car a ot
g0 tOo the store

see a sawmill

Climb trees and piCk fruit
play Sames

What language am I mostly earning?

Why are we here? (Check more thah one)
it’s @ fun place to live
SO our dad could get a job
people heed to hear about Jesus
God called us
our church sent us



